
Country Director

Dear Friends,

In August 2012 I met Kobe (yes, he actually chose this name 

for himself), a young man who took part in the English summer 

camp we held at his high school in Huining County, Gansu 

Province.  I visited his family deep in the mountains.  Though 

poor, Kobe’s family was very hospitable.  They set a small 

feast before us and then stood to the side.  We did our best 

to show our gratitude, knowing that the family probably 

rarely ate this well.

While talking to Kobe’s parents, I felt the dreams and hopes 

they were placing on their son.   Poor and illiterate, they 

believed that education could break the cycle of poverty.  

They were grateful for your generous donations which 

allowed us to work in this part of China.  Because of you, they 

had hope—I saw it in their eyes and heard it in their voices.

On behalf of Kobe and thousands of children and elderly in 

Hong Kong and China, thank you.  The donations you gave and 

the time you spent volunteering meant the world to them and 

to us.  You have given them hope and changed their lives.

Thank you.  Together, we can and will do more.

Financials
When it comes to finances, our goal has always 
been to grow at a steady pace, devoting as much as 
possible to direct services but still maintaining a 
healthy financial picture.  Compared to 2011, our 
total income rose by a modest 1%, or HK$159,610.  
There were several forces at play here.  In 2012, we 
attracted a major donor whose employer also 
generously matched her donation.  However, this 
was offset by a decrease in the amount raised in our 
annual fundraising campaign as well as several 
programmes funded by one-off funding finishing at 
the end of 2011, so the result was a modest 
increase.  

In 2012, our total expenses rose by 4%, or a little 
over HK$540,000.  This overall increase came from 
a rise in the number of staff and programme 
expenses as well as putting in more resources to 
promote the organization and organize specific 
activities, such as the first Lucky Bag Drawing 
Competition of the Seniors Programme.  We are 
happy to report that 80% (compared to 78% in 
2011) of total expenses went directly to serving the 
needy while fundraising and public education 
expenses fell from 15% in 2011 to 13% in 2012, with 
administration expenses remaining at 7% from 
2011 to 2012.   

Thank you for entrusting to us your hard-earned 
dollars.  We take your trust very seriously as we turn 
your support into life-changing services for the 
needy right here in Hong Kong and in China.
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The financial information provided on this page was 
derived from our 2012 financial statements, which 
have been audited by Heng & Tan, Certified Public 
Accountants.

A copy of the report of the auditor 2012 is available 
upon request.

For this annual report, we bring 
you the story of a young girl 
who, because you gave a hand 
up, is on her way to a brighter 
future.

B r i n g i n g   h o p e ,   c h a n g i n g   l i v e s

Thank You 
for the

Thank You 
for the

Tina went on to attend the 
secondary school of her dreams.

Tina (in pink) came to Hong Kong when she was 8 
years old. She became a member of the Centre for 
Kids within days of her arrival.
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The programme funded 86 proposals, chosen from 
a pool of 166 submissions, benefitting 3,987 
students.

We provided direct service in 25 schools, helping 
2,680 secondary students find their direction for 
possible careers.

We launched the Outstanding Student Award.  Out 
of the 6,667 students, 12 were chosen for their 
outstanding performance and attitude.  They were 
awarded with a volunteer trip to Gansu Province in 
China which opened their eyes to life and schooling 
in rural China, inspiring 
them to reach higher.

Children and Youth – Poor families in 
rural and urban areas in four provinces were given the 
hope of breaking the cycle of poverty through your gift 
of education for their children.

Youth – Thousands of secondary students 
discovered their talents, passion, and possible career 
paths through the Citi Success Fund Programme.

We rebuilt a primary school and a canteen in 
another school in Gansu Province, benefitting 793 
students.

We added another centre, in the city of Guangzhou, 
to serve migrant workers children there.

Five after-school centres served 1,341 migrant 
children in 3 cities (Chengdu, Kunming, and 
Guangzhou) in 2012.

In 2012, we were granted official NGO status 
with the Chengdu City Government and the 
Yunnan Provincial Government and Education 
Bureau.

Thanks to you, these youth grew in their 
confidence and maturity.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

The volunteer 
trip for the 12 
outstanding 
students opened 
their eyes to the 
hardships faced 
by their peers in 
rural China.

The Citi Success Fund 
helped thousands of Hong 
Kong secondary students 
find their passion, talents 
and future career paths.

University students worked as volunteers along with our staff to serve 
migrant workers children in the five after-school centres in three cities.

"I love being in 
school!" Thanks 
to you, over 
2,000 students 
could say that in 
2012.

Thanks to a number of generous private donors, children in remote parts of 
China can enjoy a safe learning environment.

Breaking the cycle of 
poverty through the 
gift of education.

We were officially registered in two 
locations in China.

Tina (1st from left, back row) enjoyed over 100 activities offered by 
the centre in the 5 years she was an active member.

Stranger in a Strange Land
Tina came to Hong Kong from China when she was 
eight years old.  Being migrants to this cosmopolitan 
city, she and her family had a lot to overcome.  Her 
parents did not know how to register her for school.  
Little Tina had to figure out how to get assimilated, 
make academic and social adjustments, learn English, 
and make Hong Kong her home.

A New Home
One day, she and her father were walking around the 
neighbourhood when they saw the HOPE worldwide 
Centre for Kids.  Curiosity brought them in.  After 
talking to our staff, Tina’s father signed her up to be a 
member at the centre.

Tina remembered how she felt when she first came to 
the centre.  “Everything and everyone was so new to 
me.  I looked forward to every activity with great 
anticipation!”

From that day on, little Tina became a regular at the 
centre.  In fact, she was more than a regular.  She 
came in for homework tutoring.  She participated in as 
many activities as she had time for.  She went on 
outings to different parts of Hong Kong, visited 
museums, learned English through video games, 
learned basketball, oil painting, balloon twisting, and 
more.  She participated in treasure hunts and even a 
war game.  In fact, her father told us that the Centre for 
Kids was the only place he trusted enough to let his 
little girl come to all the time.

A Place to Flourish
Tina was an active member, in every sense of the 
word, when she was in grade two, then grade three, 
then four, five, six.  During her five years at the Centre 
for Kids, Tina participated in over 100 activities.  After 
she graduated from primary school, Tina was admitted 
to the secondary school of her dreams, which will 
challenge her to reach higher.

“The English programmes at the centre definitely 
prepared me well for this school.  If the centre had not 
been here, I would have earned really bad grades.  I 
wouldn’t have been able to get into such a good 
secondary school.”

Tina also benefited from the Character Success 
Programme.  She said, “I used to be very selfish.  
Everything had to go my way.  At the centre, I learned 
how to get along with other children.”

All Because of You
Thank you for your ongoing support of HOPE 
worldwide here in Hong Kong.  Because of your 
helping hand and generosity, Tina had a safe place to 
go after school.  She had the academic support she 
needed to help her succeed.  She attended activities 
and programmes that opened her eyes to a wider 
world.  She developed positive character through the 
mentoring and example of dedicated staff and 
volunteers.  

You gave Tina a hand up and she has stepped 
confidently into a brighter future!

Tina (right) learned respect and how to get along with 
others through our Character Success Programme.

By supporting HOPE worldwide, you 
gave kids like Tina a safe place to 
grow and develop.  They learn, play, 
and build a positive community 
around one another.

The Elderly Fall 
Prevention Programme 
continued to reach out 
to elderly all over Hong 
Kong.

The year 2012 saw the return of "Fulfill a Wish" 
programme. This elderly enjoyed a day at the 
HK Wetland Park.

We received over 
700 entries in our 
first Lucky Bag 
Drawing 
Competition.
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Seniors – All around Hong Kong, hundreds of 
elderly were loved and served by volunteers. They 
have aged more healthily and with dignity through the 
Fall Prevention Programme.

In Hong Kong –

During the annual Volunteers for Seniors Day, 
2,652 volunteers served 844 single elderly living in 
public housing estates.

In 2012, we brought back the “Fulfill a Wish” 
Programme. Of the 844 elderly served on 
Volunteers for Seniors Day, 55 of them had their 
wishes fulfilled.  They were simple wishes, such 
as outings to Ocean Park or Disneyland or 
shopping.  Through the volunteers, you brought 
much joy to the elderly. For them "it's like winning 
the lottery!"

The Fall Prevention Programme held 12 roadshows 
in public housing estates and educated and 
assessed 1,325 elderly for their risk for falls.

A grant from Apple Daily let us continue our 
outreach to elderly not living in public housing 
estates with our Fall Prevention Programme. In 
2012, we held 8 roadshows on the streets of Hong 
Kong and educated and assessed 546 elderly 
people.

In order to raise the public’s awareness about 
caring for the elderly and the Volunteers for Seniors 
Day, we held the first “Lucky Bag Drawing 
Competition”, receiving over 700 beautiful entries 
from people of all ages.  The oldest entrant was 85 
years old!

In its 17th year, the 
annual Volunteers for 
Seniors Day served 
hundreds of elderly in 
one day.

Children – Underprivileged children in Shek Kip 
Mei continued to enjoy a safe place where they could 
go after school.  They are growing up to be good 
citizens through our innovative Character Success 
Education Programme.

At the end of 2012, the HOPE worldwide Centre for 
Kids had 322 members.

In addition, 502 children and parents from 
surrounding schools and community participated in 
our activities and events.

The frequency of participation was 11,137, an 
increase of 57% from 2011.

Our Character Education Programme increasingly 
became the anchor of everything we do as we 
serve the children at the Centre.  Our staff 
consistently emphasized the Six Pillars of 
Character during homework tutoring sessions, 
activities and outings.

Our innovative 
"Character On Board" 
Programme instilled the 
Six Pillars of Character 
using board games.

•

•

•

•

Thanks to our corporate and community 
partners, who provided plenty of volunteers 
and financial support, our kids enjoyed 
positive experiences that helped them grow 
up into confident young adults.

The HOPE worldwide Centre 
for Kids continued to be the 
place where needy kids could 
strengthen their academic skills 
and build positive character.

One of our more popular English programmes, 
"Little English Reporters" got the kids out to 
interview native English speakers.

• Thanks to a grant from Western Union through 
Give2Asia, a new programme, Character on Board, 
used board games to introduce and teach children 
about the Six Pillars of Character.  Our staff also 
authored a teacher’s guide for this character 
education programme.  Now, that’s innovation!

Your "hand up" 
accomplished these !

Twelve outstanding students 
were chosen from all the 
participants in the Citi 
Success Fund Programme.

In China –

2,097 students continued 
another year of education 
through your sponsorships.

•
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Children – Underprivileged children in Shek Kip 
Mei continued to enjoy a safe place where they could 
go after school.  They are growing up to be good 
citizens through our innovative Character Success 
Education Programme.

At the end of 2012, the HOPE worldwide Centre for 
Kids had 322 members.

In addition, 502 children and parents from 
surrounding schools and community participated in 
our activities and events.

The frequency of participation was 11,137, an 
increase of 57% from 2011.

Our Character Education Programme increasingly 
became the anchor of everything we do as we 
serve the children at the Centre.  Our staff 
consistently emphasized the Six Pillars of 
Character during homework tutoring sessions, 
activities and outings.

Our innovative 
"Character On Board" 
Programme instilled the 
Six Pillars of Character 
using board games.
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Thanks to our corporate and community 
partners, who provided plenty of volunteers 
and financial support, our kids enjoyed 
positive experiences that helped them grow 
up into confident young adults.

The HOPE worldwide Centre 
for Kids continued to be the 
place where needy kids could 
strengthen their academic skills 
and build positive character.

One of our more popular English programmes, 
"Little English Reporters" got the kids out to 
interview native English speakers.

• Thanks to a grant from Western Union through 
Give2Asia, a new programme, Character on Board, 
used board games to introduce and teach children 
about the Six Pillars of Character.  Our staff also 
authored a teacher’s guide for this character 
education programme.  Now, that’s innovation!
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The programme funded 86 proposals, chosen from 
a pool of 166 submissions, benefitting 3,987 
students.

We provided direct service in 25 schools, helping 
2,680 secondary students find their direction for 
possible careers.

We launched the Outstanding Student Award.  Out 
of the 6,667 students, 12 were chosen for their 
outstanding performance and attitude.  They were 
awarded with a volunteer trip to Gansu Province in 
China which opened their eyes to life and schooling 
in rural China, inspiring 
them to reach higher.

Youth – Thousands of secondary students 
discovered their talents, passion, and possible career 
paths through the Citi Success Fund Programme.

Thanks to you, these youth grew in their 
confidence and maturity.

•

•

•

The volunteer 
trip for the 12 
outstanding 
students opened 
their eyes to the 
hardships faced 
by their peers in 
rural China.

The Citi Success Fund 
helped thousands of Hong 
Kong secondary students 
find their passion, talents 
and future career paths.

Your "hand up" 
accomplished these !

Twelve outstanding students 
were chosen from all the 
participants in the Citi 
Success Fund Programme.



Children and Youth – Poor families in 
rural and urban areas in four provinces were given the 
hope of breaking the cycle of poverty through your gift 
of education for their children.

We rebuilt a primary school and a canteen in 
another school in Gansu Province, benefitting 793 
students.

We added another centre, in the city of Guangzhou, 
to serve migrant workers children there.

Five after-school centres served 1,341 migrant 
children in 3 cities (Chengdu, Kunming, and 
Guangzhou) in 2012.

In 2012, we were granted official NGO status 
with the Chengdu City Government and the 
Yunnan Provincial Government and Education 
Bureau.
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•
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University students worked as volunteers along with our staff to serve 
migrant workers children in the five after-school centres in three cities.

"I love being in 
school!" Thanks 
to you, over 
2,000 students 
could say that in 
2012.

Thanks to a number of generous private donors, children in remote parts of 
China can enjoy a safe learning environment.

Breaking the cycle of 
poverty through the 
gift of education.

We were officially registered in two 
locations in China.

Your "hand up" 
accomplished these !

In China –

2,097 students continued 
another year of education 
through your sponsorships.

•
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Country Director

Dear Friends,

In August 2012 I met Kobe (yes, he actually chose this name 

for himself), a young man who took part in the English summer 

camp we held at his high school in Huining County, Gansu 

Province.  I visited his family deep in the mountains.  Though 

poor, Kobe’s family was very hospitable.  They set a small 

feast before us and then stood to the side.  We did our best 

to show our gratitude, knowing that the family probably 

rarely ate this well.

While talking to Kobe’s parents, I felt the dreams and hopes 

they were placing on their son.   Poor and illiterate, they 

believed that education could break the cycle of poverty.  

They were grateful for your generous donations which 

allowed us to work in this part of China.  Because of you, they 

had hope—I saw it in their eyes and heard it in their voices.

On behalf of Kobe and thousands of children and elderly in 

Hong Kong and China, thank you.  The donations you gave and 

the time you spent volunteering meant the world to them and 

to us.  You have given them hope and changed their lives.

Thank you.  Together, we can and will do more.

Financials
When it comes to finances, our goal has always 
been to grow at a steady pace, devoting as much as 
possible to direct services but still maintaining a 
healthy financial picture.  Compared to 2011, our 
total income rose by a modest 1%, or HK$159,610.  
There were several forces at play here.  In 2012, we 
attracted a major donor whose employer also 
generously matched her donation.  However, this 
was offset by a decrease in the amount raised in our 
annual fundraising campaign as well as several 
programmes funded by one-off funding finishing at 
the end of 2011, so the result was a modest 
increase.  

In 2012, our total expenses rose by 4%, or a little 
over HK$540,000.  This overall increase came from 
a rise in the number of staff and programme 
expenses as well as putting in more resources to 
promote the organization and organize specific 
activities, such as the first Lucky Bag Drawing 
Competition of the Seniors Programme.  We are 
happy to report that 80% (compared to 78% in 
2011) of total expenses went directly to serving the 
needy while fundraising and public education 
expenses fell from 15% in 2011 to 13% in 2012, with 
administration expenses remaining at 7% from 
2011 to 2012.   

Thank you for entrusting to us your hard-earned 
dollars.  We take your trust very seriously as we turn 
your support into life-changing services for the 
needy right here in Hong Kong and in China.

HOPE worldwide (Hong Kong)
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